
Amanda has been working with the city for 9

years and was fortunate to learn a lot about

the TMI equipment from Bill prior to his

retirement in 2016. 

Within 2 years of the conversion, we

received a letter from Dawn Bargeron, (read

letter) then Aquatic Manager thanking us for

“changing our community’s lives and

attitudes about swimming pools.” She also

stated that the Salt Pure® conversion was

unanimously considered the “City’s Best

Investment”.”

If you are interested in learning more about the
City of Unalaska, located in Alaska, click here. 

For more information on TMI Sustainable Aquatics click here. For

more information on BRIDGING® click here.  If you would like to

contact TMI, email  timothy@tmiaquatics.com. 

TMI Sustainable Aquatics

1-800-818-8266
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The native Unangan people have inhabited the island of Unalaska for thousands

of years. The Unangan developed an intricate and complex society, and a

maritime culture superbly adapted to sea mammal hunting and fishing in some

of the world’s richest waters. Artifacts, stories, and recreations of the rich

Unangan culture can be viewed and studied at the Museum of the Aleutians,

with many artifacts dating back roughly 9,000 years.

Commerce with Russian fur traders began in 1759 when Stepan Glotov and

accompanying fur hunters spent two years on Unalaska and nearby Umnak

Island. The name “Aleut” came from Russian explorers, and its meaning is

obscure, so the present-day natives of Unalaska and most of the Aleutian

Islands prefer the term Unangan.

Unalaska was occupied by U.S. armed forces during World War II. The build-up

began in 1941 and the influx of construction crews and armed forces personnel

forever changed the face of the village. On June 3 and 4, 1942, Unalaska was

bombed by the Japanese. Shortly thereafter, all Native residents were forced to

leave the island and were interned in camps in Southeast Alaska where

overcrowding and unsanitary conditions were the norm, and many lives were

lost. When the people returned in 1945, they found that their homes were in

disrepair due to the occupation. Five small villages were never repopulated

(Attu, Makushin, Kashega, Biorka and Chenofski) and their returning inhabitants

were absorbed into Unalaska’s native population.

Unalaska’s International Port of Dutch Harbor is now the #1 Fishing Port in the

nation, a distinction held for more than twenty years. Unalaska is also the home

of a protected deep-water port that is ice free year-round and hosts large marine

cranes serving two major international shipping companies as a stopover port

for domestic and international shipping.

We sat down with Amanda Schmahl, Aquatic Director to discuss the aquatic

center and our 24-year relationship. With a permanent community of only

around 4,000 people, and limited access to recreation, the community center is

the recreational  hub of the community and is operated by The City’s

Department of Parks, Culture & Recreation.  The Aquatic Center, which is

located in Unalaska City School, has a standard size pool with racing lanes, a

warming pool, slide, sauna and restrooms with lockers, changing areas and

showers. Being a fishing community, it is important to provide swimming

lessons, and this is also provided to a number of other communities to receive

swimming lessons. They usually arrive by small plane or helicopter.  In 1998, Bill

Dunkleberger, then Facilities Director, contacted TMI and converted to a salt

pool after spending many hours discussing it with Timothy and researching his

options.  

Because the city has had their salt water pool for so long, Amanda pointed out

that she no longer gets a lot of compliments from the locals as they are used to

their great water quality, but she does receive them usually from the seasonal

people of which there is an influx twice a year on a seasonal basis.

“The TMI techs are so helpful and responsive.  I started out with limited
knowledge of running a pool and with the help of the TMI techs have found
the TMI equipment to be user friendly.  If any counterpart at another pool
called me about converting to salt, I would tell them that I would not work
with another company on salt because of the customer support. There is a
huge advantage that I know who I’m talking to when I call for help. This is
one of the many benefits of working with a smaller company.”

TMI News
CPO® 

Stay up to date on the latest CPO information on our website or on social media: Twitter
or Facebook @tmiaquatics.
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