
If you are interested in learning more about the
Washington State School for the Blind, located in Vancouver,
Washington, click here. 

For more information on TMI Sustainable Aquatics click here. For

more information on BRIDGING® click here.  If you would like to

contact TMI, email  timothy@tmiaquatics.com. 
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The Washington State School for the Blind (WSSB) is one of 42 State Schools

for the Blind around the country. WSSB was founded in 1886 as the “School for

Defective Youth” which serviced youth who were blind, deaf or otherwise

challenged. In 1913, due to different needs for the blind and deaf youth

communities, WSSB acquired a 13-acre parcel of land for creating a campus

dedicated to the blind/ low vision youth of Washington State and was named

Washington State School for the Blind. Currently, they have about 70 weekly

residential students from around the state who attend 6th through 12th grades.

To service the other 3,200 blind and low-vision student population in the state,

WSSB runs the Outreach Program, sending specialized teachers and tools to

those students, families, and teachers addressing the needs of blind and low-

vision students in their home communities.

In 2009, WSSB built the “Stenehjem Fitness Center” which included a 25-meter

pool. At that time, they decided to install a TMI Salt Pure® system as it is known

to be kinder and gentler on the hair, skin and eyes. One of the challenges for the

blind or low vision population is their access to regular exercise and the addition

of a pool helped to get the kids exercising regularly in a fairly low impact

environment. As a state agency, the school is obliged to rent the pool out to

anyone who is interested, so even though the students go home for weekends,

the weekends are the busiest time for the pool as it is rented to swim clubs,

teams and other schools.

Having recently completed a “next generation TMI upgrade”, we sat down with

Dave Zilavy, current Facilities Manager, to chat about his experience managing

the WSSB pool and working with TMI. When David took on this position four

years ago, he knew nothing about pools but did have the good fortune to visit

several other commercial pools with varying types of chlorine systems. This

allowed him to compare chlorine tablet erosion systems with the TMI Salt Pure

system at WSSB. Being an environmentalist, he loved the fact that the TMI Salt

Pure® system did not generate waste products, that he didn’t have to worry

about escalating chlorine prices & chlorine shortages or order and store massive

amounts of chlorine on site in disposable plastic containers. He even recycles

the plastic salt bags!

“Being a swimmer myself, what I love about this system is that it is gentle on the
body. You are not left with that chlorine feeling on the skin and it is gentler on the
eyes and hair. It is mainly the swimmers who have experienced other pools that
seek me out to compliment me on how much they love our water!”

“It is uncommon to find the kind of personalized service that I get from TMI.
Even though you are miles away, it feels like you are right next door and that I
am your only customer. I am very impressed with the level of responsiveness
from TMI. My experience with TMI has been that problems are solved quickly
with one phone call. This allows me to relax with my pool system because I
know you’re a call away and this makes your company stand out from all the
others. When we decided to upgrade, being a state school, I had to investigate
other options for systems. It was a struggle to get a quote - never mind about a
return call. This reiterated to me that TMI was the way to go again. TMI provides
support and follow through and makes things happen quickly. Kudos to you TMI
for building a company like that!”

“My advice to any counterpart is that if you are considering such an upgrade,
before you decide not to do it, talk to a few people who are using the system you
are considering and ask yourself if you want or need to be reliant on the typical
chemical production, delivery and disposal system that is the erosional chlorine
feed system. It really is a no-brainer to switch to Salt and UV. The two together
provide the best possible water and freshest and healthiest indoor pool
environment I have come across!”  

Other TMI News
Join us on October 26 for a demo on the zLOG® software and how it works with

your RSC Chemistry Controllers. 

CPO® NEWS:
Do you need to renew your crews' CPO® Certification? Are you interested in our

Hosting opportunities? Email us.

Stay up to date on the latest CPO information on our website or on social media: Twitter or Facebook

@tmiaquatics.
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